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And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And
the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and
there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the
darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and
the morning were the first day.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid? ...

  
Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise
against me, in this will I be confident. One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of
the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his
pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. And
now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in
his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord.

¶ And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.
And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the
hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for
the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto
him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more
Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.
And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it
that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the
place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. ...

  
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. ...

  
... ¶ The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.
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¶ And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. And his disciples asked
him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus
answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be
made manifest in him. I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed
the eyes of the blind man with the clay, And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,
(which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found
any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.
And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished
said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. ...

  
And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led
him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and
neither did eat nor drink. ¶ And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and
to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord
said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man
named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. ...

  
And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately
there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and
was baptized.

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, ...
  

To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let
us put on the armour of light.

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God
in vain. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I
succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

DAY. The irradiance of Life; light, the spiritual idea of Truth and Love. 
  

“And the evening and the morning were the first day.” (Genesis i. 5.) The objects of time and
sense disappear in the illumination of spiritual understanding, and Mind measures time
according to the good that is unfolded. This unfolding is God's day, and “there shall be no
night there.”

There is but one creator and one creation. This creation consists of the unfolding of spiritual
ideas and their identities, which are embraced in the infinite Mind and forever reflected. These
ideas range from the infinitesimal to infinity, and the highest ideas are the sons and daughters
of God.

The successive appearing of God's ideas is represented as taking place on so many evenings
and mornings, — words which indicate, in the absence of solar time, spiritually
clearer views of Him, views which are not implied by material darkness and
dawn. Here we have the explanation of another passage of Scripture, that “one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years.” The rays of infinite Truth, when gathered into the focus
of ideas, bring light instantaneously, whereas a thousand years of human doctrines, hypotheses,
and vague conjectures emit no such effulgence.

Evenings and 
mornings

Christian Science presents unfoldment, not accretion; it manifests no material growth from
molecule to mind, but an impartation of the divine Mind to man and the universe. God’s 

 creation intact

Spiritually to understand that there is but one creator, God, unfolds all creation, confirms the
Scriptures, brings the sweet assurance of no parting, no pain, and of man deathless and perfect
and eternal.

Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life, substance, and
intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and pains, — when an
angel, a message from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote the sinew, or

Wrestling 
 of Jacob
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strength, of his error, till he saw its unreality; and Truth, being thereby understood, gave him
spiritual strength in this Peniel of divine Science. Then said the spiritual evangel: “Let me go,
for the day breaketh;” that is, the light of Truth and Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch,
perceiving his error and his need of help, did not loosen his hold upon this glorious light until
his nature was transformed. When Jacob was asked, “What is thy name?” he straightway
answered; and then his name was changed to Israel, for “as a prince” had he prevailed and had
“power with God and with men.” Then Jacob questioned his deliverer, “Tell me, I pray thee,
thy name;” but this appellation was withheld, for the messenger was not a corporeal being, but
a nameless, incorporeal impartation of divine Love to man, which, to use the word of the
Psalmist, restored his Soul, — gave him the spiritual sense of being and rebuked his material
sense. 
 
The result of Jacob's struggle thus appeared. He had conquered material error with the
understanding of Spirit and of spiritual power. This changed the man. He was no
longer called Jacob, but Israel, — a prince of God, or a soldier of God, who had
fought a good fight.

Israel the 
new name

He who has the true idea of good loses all sense of evil, and by reason of this is
being ushered into the undying realities of Spirit. Such a one abideth in Life, — life
obtained not of the body incapable of supporting life, but of Truth, unfolding its
own immortal idea. Jesus gave the true idea of being, which results in infinite blessings to
mortals. 

  
In Colossians (iii. 4) Paul writes: “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear [be manifested],
then shall ye also appear [be manifested] with him in glory.” When spiritual being
is understood in all its perfection, continuity, and might, then shall man be found
in God's image. The absolute meaning of the apostolic words is this: Then shall
man be found, in His likeness, perfect as the Father, indestructible in Life, “hid with Christ in
God,” — with Truth in divine Love, where human sense hath not seen man.

Abiding 
 in Life

Indestructible 
being

Let Truth uncover and destroy error in God's own way, and let human justice pattern the
divine. Retribution 

 and remorse

“Now,” cried the apostle, “is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation,” —
meaning, not that now men must prepare for a future-world salvation, or safety, but
that now is the time in which to experience that salvation in spirit and in life. Now
is the time for so-called material pains and material pleasures to pass away, for both
are unreal, because impossible in Science. To break this earthly spell, mortals must get the true
idea and divine Principle of all that really exists and governs the universe harmoniously.

Present 
 salvation
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... reality of good, the nothingness and unreality of evil. 
 
When we realize that there is one Mind, the divine law of loving our neighbor as ourselves is
unfolded; whereas a belief in many ruling minds hinders man's normal drift
towards the one Mind, one God, and leads human thought into opposite channels
where selfishness reigns. 
 
Selfishness tips the beam of human existence towards the side of error, not towards Truth.
Denial of the oneness of Mind throws our weight into the scale, not of Spirit, God, good, but of
matter. 
 
When we fully understand our relation to the Divine, we can have no other Mind but His, —
no other Love, wisdom, or Truth, no other sense of Life, and no consciousness of the existence
of matter or error.

Redemption 
from 

selfishness

The admission to one's self that man is God's own likeness sets man free to master the infinite
idea. This conviction shuts the door on death, and opens it wide towards
immortality.

Scientific 
 finalities

Spirit, God, gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and unfolds these thoughts,
even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in order that the purpose may appear. Unfolding 

 of thoughts

Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still enthroned, is
unfolding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine Principle, — is unfolding Life and the
universe, ever present and eternal.

Each successive stage of experience unfolds new views of divine goodness and love.


