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Neh. 1:1-11

Neh. 2:1-6, 11, 13, 16-20

THE words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I

was in Shushan the palace, That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them

concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto

me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of

Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.

¶ And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted,

and prayed before the God of heaven, And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God,

that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: Let thine ear now be

attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and

night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned

against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned. We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept

the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. Remember, I

beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad

among the nations: But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast

out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I

have chosen to set my name there. Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy

great power, and by thy strong hand. O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy

servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day,

and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s cupbearer.

AND it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I

took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence. Wherefore the king

said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I

was very sore afraid, And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when

the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire? Then the king

said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said unto the king, If it

please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city

of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it. And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long

shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.

So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days.

And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the

walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. ... And the rulers knew

not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the

rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.

¶ Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are

burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. Then I told them of

the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said,

Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work . But when Sanballat the Horonite, and
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Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and

said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God

of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor

memorial, in Jerusalem.

BUT it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation,

and mocked the Jews. And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble

Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out

of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which

they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their stone wall. ... So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined

together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work.

¶ But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites,

heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very

wroth, And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. Nevertheless we

made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, because of them. And our adversaries

said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to

cease. And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all

places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you.

¶ Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the people after their

families with their swords, their spears, and their bows. And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the

rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and

fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses. And it came to pass, when our

enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to

the wall, every one unto his work. And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in

the work, and the other half of them held both the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons; and the

rulers were behind all the house of Judah. They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that

laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. For the builders,

every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded.

NOW it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I

had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the

gates;) That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the

plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work,

so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? Yet they sent unto

me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in

like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and

Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their

king, according to these words. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is

a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us

take counsel together. Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest

them out of thine own heart. For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it
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be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of

Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the

temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay

thee. And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save

his life? I will not go in. And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against

me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and

that they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me.

¶ So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. And it came to pass,

that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much

cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God.

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

Truth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. Truth is a two-edged sword, guarding and guiding. ... Radiant

with mercy and justice, the sword of Truth gleams afar and indicates the infinite distance between Truth and error,

between the material and spiritual, — the unreal and the real.

Cleansing upheaval

In Isaiah we read: “I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;” but the prophet referred to divine

law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmost, when bringing it to the surface and reducing it to its

common denominator, nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be stirred in order to purify the 

stream. In moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil, illusion, are aggravated, we may think in our ignorance

that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but we ought to know that God’s law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only

that Truth may annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin.

Evil thoughts and aims reach no farther and do no more harm than one’s belief permits. Evil thoughts, lusts, and 

malicious purposes cannot go forth, like wandering pollen, from one human mind to another, finding unsuspected 

lodgment, if virtue and truth build a strong defence.

Christian history

The history of Christianity furnishes sublime proofs of the supporting influence and protecting power bestowed on man

by his heavenly Father, omnipotent Mind, who gives man faith and understanding whereby to

defend himself, not only from temptation, but from bodily suffering.

We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away and “all

things are become new.” Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the

superabundance of being is on the side of God, good.

Let us disrobe error. Then, when the winds of God blow, we shall not hug our tatters close about us.

The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love. Christian perfection is won

on no other basis.
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Grafting holiness upon unholiness, supposing that sin can be forgiven when it is not forsaken, is as foolish as straining

out gnats and swallowing camels.

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and God’s will must be

universally done.

Scientific purgation

Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the mortal is dropped for the immortal.

Either here or hereafter, suffering or Science must destroy all illusions regarding life and mind, and

regenerate material sense and self. The old man with his deeds must be put off.

Martyrs inevitableMortals try in vain to slay Truth with the steel or the stake, but error falls only before the sword of

Spirit.

Rudiments and growth

Condition of progress

Question. — How can I progress most rapidly in the understanding of Christian Science?

Answer. — Study thoroughly the letter and imbibe the spirit. Adhere to the divine Principle of

Christian Science and follow the behests of God, abiding steadfastly in wisdom, Truth, and Love. In

the Science of Mind, you will soon ascertain that error cannot destroy error. You will also learn that in Science there

is no transfer of evil suggestions from one mortal to another, for there is but one Mind, and this ever-present

omnipotent Mind is reflected by man and governs the entire universe. You will learn that in Christian Science the first

duty is to obey God, to have one Mind, and to love another as yourself.

We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself: Am I living the life that approaches the supreme good? Am I

demonstrating the healing power of Truth and Love? If so, then the way will grow brighter “unto

the perfect day.” Your fruits will prove what the understanding of God brings to man. Hold

perpetually this thought, — that it is the spiritual idea, the Holy Ghost and Christ, which enables you to demonstrate,

with scientific certainty, the rule of healing, based upon its divine Principle, Love, underlying, overlying, and

encompassing all true being.

Paradise regained

Through discernment of the spiritual opposite of materiality, even the way through Christ, Truth, man will reopen with

the key of divine Science the gates of Paradise which human beliefs have closed, and will find

himself unfallen, upright, pure, and free, not needing to consult almanacs for the probabilities either 

of his life or of the weather, not needing to study brainology to learn how much of a man he is.

Mind’s control over the universe, including man, is no longer an open question, but is demonstrable Science.


