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4.  Mark 12:28–34 (to 1st .)

Hymns 557, 467, 572

... an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; ...
  

... Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the gospel. ...

  
And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that
had authority, and not as the scribes. And there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, Saying, Let us alone; what
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to
destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. And Jesus
rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the
unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of
him. And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among
themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? ...

And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: ...

¶ And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning
together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him,
Which is the first commandment of all? And Jesus answered him, The
first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one
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5.  John 10:24, 25, 30

6.  I Cor. 8:6 to

7.  Luke 4:14, 15, 40, 42, 43

Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the
first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than
these. And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the
truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: And to love
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the
soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is
more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when Jesus saw
that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the
kingdom of God. ...

Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost
thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus
answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my
Father's name, they bear witness of me. ...

  
I and my Father are one.

... to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we
in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
him.

¶ And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there
went out a fame of him through all the region round about. And he
taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. ...

  
... ¶ Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers
diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of
them, and healed them. ...

  
And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the
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people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should
not depart from them. And he said unto them, I must preach the
kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and
authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to
preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.

Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know
understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.

¶ And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them:
and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus saw
it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as
a little child, he shall not enter therein.

... The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they
say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.

ATONEMENT is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby
man reflects divine Truth, Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and
demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this we owe him
endless homage.

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: “I
am the way, the truth, and the life;” “I and my Father are one.” ...
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Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine
Principle of all real being which he taught and practised. His proof of
Christianity was no form or system of religion and worship, but Christian
Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love.

The Christian who believes in the First Commandment is a monotheist.
Thus he virtually unites with the Jew's belief in one God, and recognizes
that Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself declared, but is the Son of
God. This declaration of Jesus, understood, conflicts not at all with
another of his sayings: “I and my Father are one,” — that is, one in
quality, not in quantity. As a drop of water is one with the ocean, a ray of
light one with the sun, even so God and man, Father and son, are one in
being. The Scripture reads: “For in Him we live, and move, and have our
being.”

To be “with the Lord” is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be
absolutely governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.

Thy kingdom come. / Thy kingdom is come; Thou art ever-present. / /
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. / Enable us to know, — as in
heaven, so on earth, — God is / omnipotent, supreme.

Jesus taught but one God, one Spirit, who makes man in the image and
likeness of Himself, — of Spirit, not of matter.

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought
out in life-practice, and God's will must be universally done.
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St. Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling:”
Jesus said, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.”

Laboring long to shake the adult's faith in matter and to inculcate a grain
of faith in God, — an inkling of the ability of Spirit to make the body
harmonious, — the author has often remembered our Master's love for
little children, and understood how truly such as they belong to the
heavenly kingdom.

Jesus loved little children because of their freedom from wrong and their
receptiveness of right.

When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said,
“The kingdom of God is within you;” that is, Truth and Love reign in the
real man, showing that man in God's image is unfallen and
eternal. Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who
appeared to him where sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In this
perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct view of
man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact,
universal, and that man is pure and holy.

The kingdom 
within

Let us learn of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of Spirit,
the kingdom of heaven, — the reign and rule of universal harmony,
which cannot be lost nor remain forever unseen.

This kingdom of God “is within you,” — is within reach of man's
consciousness here, and the spiritual idea reveals it.
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