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Life Over Death

Deut. 30:15–20 (to 2nd :)  

Prov. 12:28  

Ps. 143:8  

¶ See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and
evil; 
In that I command thee this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk
in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and
his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the Lord
thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess
it. 
But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be
drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; 
I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that
ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest
over Jordan to go to possess it. 
I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have
set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: 
That thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest
obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy
life, and the length of thy days: ...
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In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof
there is no death.
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Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do
I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift
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Ps. 23:4  

Rom. 8:1, 2  

Mark 5:21–24, 35–42 (to 1st .)  

up my soul unto thee.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.

4

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death.
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And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side,
much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea. 
And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue,
Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 
And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the
point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she
may be healed; and she shall live. 
And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and
thronged him. 
While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's
house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou
the Master any further? 
As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the
ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 
And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and
John the brother of James. 
And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and
seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. 
And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this
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Isa. 58:11  

Prov. 13:14  

Rev. 22:1, 2  

SH 406:1–6  

ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 
And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out,
he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and them that
were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. 
And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha
cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 
And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the
age of twelve years. ...
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And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered
garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.
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The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares
of death.
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And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and
yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the nations.
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    The Bible contains the recipe for all healing. “The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”
Sin and sickness are both healed by the same
Principle. The tree is typical of man's divine
Principle, which is equal to every emergency, offering
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3 The leaves 
of healing



SH 398:1 (only, to ,), 9–13, 16–21, 30  

SH 76:6–15  

full salvation from sin, sickness, and death.6

    Sometimes Jesus called a disease by name, ...

                        Often he gave no name to the
distemper he cured. To the synagogue ruler's daughter,
whom they called dead but of whom he said, “she is not
dead, but sleepeth,” he simply said, “Damsel, I say unto
thee, arise!” 

    Homœopathic remedies, sometimes not containing a
particle of medicine, are known to relieve the symptoms
of disease. What produces the change? It is
the faith of the doctor and the patient, which
reduces self-inflicted sufferings and produces a new effect
upon the body. 

         The Science of Mind must come to the rescue,
to work a radical cure. Then we understand the process.
The great fact remains that evil is not mind. Evil has
no power, no intelligence, for God is good, and therefore
good is infinite, is All.
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18 The action 
of faith
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    When being is understood, Life will be recognized as
neither material nor finite, but as infinite, — as God,
universal good; and the belief that life, or
mind, was ever in a finite form, or good in
evil, will be destroyed. Then it will be understood that
Spirit never entered matter and was therefore never
raised from matter. When advanced to spiritual being
and the understanding of God, man can no longer com-
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SH 289:21  

SH 508:5  

SH 240:1–6  

SH 458:32–1  

SH 596:21–27  

mune with matter; neither can he return to it, any more
than a tree can return to its seed.15

    The belief that matter has life results, by the universal
law of mortal mind, in a belief in death. So man, tree,
and flower are supposed to die; but the fact remains,
that God's universe is spiritual and immortal.
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         The only intelligence or substance of a thought,
a seed, or a flower is God, the creator of it. Mind is the
Soul of all. Mind is Life, Truth, and Love which gov-
erns all.
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    Nature voices natural, spiritual law and divine Love,
but human belief misinterprets nature. Arctic regions,
sunny tropics, giant hills, winged winds,
mighty billows, verdant vales, festive flowers,
and glorious heavens, — all point to Mind, the spiritual
intelligence they reflect.
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3 Some lessons 
from nature
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    Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter
to Spirit, as the flower turns from darkness to light.1

    “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil.” (Psalm xxiii. 4.)
    Though the way is dark in mortal sense, divine Life
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SH 357:25–11  

SH 244:7  

and Love illumine it, destroy the unrest of mortal thought,
the fear of death, and the supposed reality of error. Chris-
tian Science, contradicting sense, maketh the valley to bud
and blossom as the rose.
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    If what opposes God is real, there must be two
powers, and God is not supreme and infinite. Can
Deity be almighty, if another mighty and
self-creative cause exists and sways man-
kind? Has the Father “Life in Himself,” as the Scrip-
tures say, and, if so, can Life, or God, dwell in evil and
create it? Can matter drive Life, Spirit, hence, and so
defeat omnipotence?
    Is the woodman's axe, which destroys a tree's so-called
life, superior to omnipotence? Can a leaden bullet de-
prive a man of Life, — that is, of God, who is
man's Life? If God is at the mercy of matter,
then matter is omnipotent. Such doctrines are “confu-
sion worse confounded.” If two statements directly con-
tradict each other and one is true, the other must be false.
Is Science thus contradictory?
    Christian Science, understood, coincides with the
Scriptures, and sustains logically and demonstratively
every point it presents.

27 One 
supremacy
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3 Matter 
impotent
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    If we were to derive all our conceptions of man from
what is seen between the cradle and the grave, happi-
ness and goodness would have no abiding-place in man,
and the worms would rob him of the flesh; but Paul
writes: “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and death.”

9

12



Hymn. 323  

Hymn. 457  

Sweet hour of holy, thoughtful prayer, 
Thy peace and calm may we improve, 
And in God's healing service share 
The truths revealed by His dear love. 

Lord, may Thy truth upon the heart 
Now fall and dwell as heavenly dew, 
And flowers of grace in freshness start 
Where once the weeds of error grew. 

May prayer now lift her sacred wings, 
Contented with that aim alone 
Which bears her to the King of kings, 
And rests her at His sheltering throne.

REFRAIN 
Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning; 
Teach me to do Your will, O God. 
Cause me to know the way where I should place my feet 
To walk in the pathway of Your love. 

Verse 1 
Not in the storm, nor the earthquake, nor the wave; 
You're not in the wind, nor the flame. 
In the still of the evening, in the hush of the morning, 
Call my name. 

REFRAIN 
Verse 2 
Truth is my Rock; there is nothing I shall fear. 
You still all my worry and woe. 
And my heart's overflowing now; I rest where 
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Hymn. 135  

Your quiet waters flow. 

REFRAIN

I know no life divided, 
O Lord of life, from Thee; 
In Thee is life provided 
For all mankind and me: 
I know no death, O Father, 
Because I live in Thee; 
Thy life it is that frees us 
From death eternally. 

I fear no tribulation, 
Since, whatsoe'er it be, 
It makes no separation 
Between my Lord and me: 
Since Thou, my God and Father, 
Dost claim me as Thine own, 
I richly shall inherit 
All good, from Thee alone.


